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MODERATOR 


Sudden PEACE, 


OR 
CertaineR VINE. | 
| 


7% Mongſt the many complaints poſterity may juſtly take up a3 
$8.5 gaintt us, it ſhall never be ſaid , that we did all wilfyly blind 
| % 7\ EZ the eyes of our reaſon, and would ngt fee the Euills, which w 
7: ARS with an unveiled face ſbewed themſelves,in their full horror, 
CVA VI before they came upon us. For my partzif I muſt periſh, my 
= fc and want of preventiqn;not of forefight ſhall betray ge to 

it; whilſt thereſults of our deſignes , and the miſeries that muſt pecefſarily be- 
fall us,offe- themfelves fo eaſily to our apprehenſion, before we ftcle them. Bur 
It is not qur-mgaere contemplative providence, but a diſcreet axergiſe of it, that 
can be able to refcue us from the ruige that attends us- And though it is not 
the pious care of a few fingle men,that canffave even themſelves,much leffe the 
periſhing ſtate, whoſe decayed Fabrick is on every ſide undermined,and ready 
to fal in peeces: yet firely it is every mans dury to lend his beſt aſſiſtance to the 
common fafety,becaubd if we perifh 't'mult be by our ownehands.And fince 
it is at cc awne cleftion what ſhall become ofw : Lec us call reaſon to adviſe 
with, ſet us throughly looke into our condition : And theſe fad and-ſerious 
confiderations , may perhaps reclaime many.of us from the eager purſuit of 
things,which we have too violently ucied to our ſelves,out of conveniency, - 
neceſſity, or ſome other politi hog otrantege our ſelves or the 2d 
lique.We are now arcived almoſt to the extremities of ill;and yet ſome beleeve 
that there is a way to grow better,by growing worſe. pray Heaven this Para- 
_ dox may not uadoeut-- 

But before we ſet one foot bt and march on. to the confflerations 
which are before as, let ty make a'land, th g review of thea ions and 
—_ -mapy we have lready had,in'the high conteſtations berweegGFrince 
and People. | Þ 

VVarres, like difcaſes, are a Jong while working upon the humers , _ 
| they 
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(3) 
they diſcover themſelves : And there are indeed many things of coaſequenee, 
that did ſecretly fave» ran and-uſher in this Warre , which | ſhallat mo bur 
touch upon. T he curious {earching iato eſe thingy way perhaps uiflame,can- 
not qualifie our diſtempers. Our proper intereſt now is to get out of theſe 
milerics,to which we tem to have bean unbappily betrayed, by cadeavouring 
without ſuccelfe, ( faich one, ) or providence, (faith another,) or enough of 
both(faich a third, for thus boldly men diſcourſe now) a high and perions 
reformation; which by the eunning uſe that Delinquents, the Prelacy, and 
the Agents for Prerogative have made of ic, hath in tiead of removing, created 
new oppoſites :and thoſe have {o faftned themlelves,thatthey cannetbe over- 
throwne without more then endangenng the yety foundations of the Coms« 
mon-wealth. And we are making ſo much haſtexo the Ruinegwhich that grand 
Engineer the Jefauite hath this many yeeres been defigning for us, that we 
have two Armies fighting againſt themſelves, for the common good:and they 
are now growne both ſo confiderable, that it is alezoft impoſſible that any 
good can be effeed by them , untill very many chonſands more hal fall by 
the Sword z and, how we ball call any thinggood, that ſhall be bonghtac fo 
bloody a/price.l know not.Let þat wace-the-foet-Rteps of our miſctoctunes, 
andiwe ſhall ſee by what degrees weare grown into theſe extremitiere And how 
we have (as it were by inches) our ſelves into-new and deſperate mil- 
chiefes. How oneextreame hath! another : And whilſt we have had one 
defigne to overcomea prevailing eval, we have by that raiſed npa worſe have 
heard that Poiſon ſometimes been wrought outiby acontrary ; 
but the wary Phbiſitian boldsthe-cure but deſperate, and ſcarce cantell, which 
is moſt deſtuRtive the Medicine or the Diſeaſe: For where the conteſtation'is 
ſoviolem, it ſeldome hapyens that:it doth not deſtroy the Patient. To-come 
cloſer: It ſeemes our peace was ſo corrupt, that it was beld requiſite muſbbe 
lanced-with the Sword. I pray Heaven our Chirurgtens cut not ſo farre, that 
inſtead of 'etting out PutrifaRion z they let not out our very Vitals, by too 
deep,too wide'a wound:But I (hal make baſtero my promiſe,which is to make 
itevident,how deftrutive this kind of Decifion hath been and muſt be to us; 
which -/ + <FPOERERS<A Ovyertures of it, aud inevery thing that. hath 
happened fince, 

When the Ailitia, the pL the Ports lors S——_ _—_ 

fireagth of the Kingdome) were firſt put into new w 
out of prevention or __—_— ) I looked upon this ation, as like to that 
Cloud,which firſt ſhewed ir'{elfe to the Prophets ſervant,to be as big as a mans 
hand ; and T feared that] ſhouldafterward ſee ic darken all our Heavens,all our 

happinefle ::and at laft fall into fatall and bloody ſhowers. Iealonſie of this na- 

zure is the Fore-rwnner and Inflamer _ Miſchief z when this — | 
- p . 
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Telfe ſo plainly in the Xing ; and had to divided not onely the Head from the 
Members, but the Members amongſt themſelves: he that did not then fear 
conſequences of an high and dangerous nature, was too ſecure ; and ſurely ne. 
ver conſidered, that a Parliament 18s the Genin of the State ; and when that was 
poy ſoned with jealoufie : it ſubtilly mingled ir ſelfe with every Countie as de- 
riving it from their Repreſentatives. Here the people might take the firſt notice 

of the conteltationz and from that time they encountered each other wich in- 

veRive Declarations (worſethan gun-ſhot) which heightned the quarrell, and 

invited the amuſed people to lay afide their peac*; and ſhew themſelves, on 

which fide they would rather chooſe to hazard their fortunes. Here began the 
firſt eager Diviſion:for by this meanes, the diſcountenanced Gentrie (who were 
removed from their Commands, and ſo, from the uſuall reſpe& they had in 

theic Countrie) faſtened themſelves in opinions oppoſite to the Parliamentary 

proceedings: And the common people, ( difputing over earneſtly of theſe 

ralinge ) did at laſt, according to the reaſon they were ableto ſee, diſcourſe 

themſelyes into a reſolute conceit of things, which as their paſlions and hy 

mours led them) they have all this while proſecuted. 

The Swbje#: being riow ſtirred, and divided : The great Gameiters of the 
State go higher ; The: more aQive of the P.vl:.ament are accuſed by the King 
of Treaſon : The Kings Adviſers, to whoſe Conncels He ſeemed moſt to ad- 
here are impeached by the Parliam:nt for Traitors, And now they hold them. 
© ſelves concernedto ſtand, or fall, with thoſe that both fides aymed at. So 
that'icis time that they be further aſunder : for diſtance affords many adyan- 
tages to worke a D-ſigne higher, or elſe may be a meanes tocompoſe thoſe 
differences; which are ſtill renewing, whileſt the Antegonift: are together. The 
King therefore removes Northward, to finde out that fafetie, which (he faith) 
is denied him here : and to gain a.partie to ballance thoſe, whom already he 
accounts his Enemies. 

"Thus the Scene beginsto alters and in ſtead of reforming (the proper worke 
of Parliament; ) we ſhall ſee it-buſied and almoſt puzled in ſaving (for ſo they 
call it)a diftreſſed Chnrch and State, And from henceforth, we muſt look up- 
ont as aCouncell of Far, and maſt not expe&to-finde It punRuall in the ob- 
ſervance of any fixed Law : but that Common Law, called Sas papali, muſt 
be produced as a general warrant for all their unJertakings : And that Stature- 
Law enaRed even by Natureit ſelfe, called Lex neceſſitats; muſt be made to 
jultifie all manner of /everitie and violence. And this muſk be all the fatirfation, 
the complaining S«5-7 ſhall beableto obtain. 

The moſt eminent diſcoverie of chis #/ar ; which openly offercd it ſelfe to 
the cofideration of the People, was that great contention about the Town 
of 271, Andalthough ic coſt. not much blood; yer was it made an occafion to 
1ngage 


1 
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ingage the buſineſle very far; The Warre was ſooner ſeen to the people,thenthe 
Reaſons of it : and though they could not define what the quarrell was z yet 
they begin to finde that they muſt end it, and feele the eff:Qs of it. And, to 
ſtartle them the more, their doubts are nouriſhed and increaſed by the well 

enned papers from the North : and in a few months, are perſwaded touns 

lieve that, which the Adione, and the ſenſe of many yeeres before, had 
almoſt confirmed in then. Thus the King perceives, that co defend the pro 
perty and liberty of his ſabje&s, (though but with the ſhadow of them ) 
with promiſes and proteſtations, catches theaffeRions of his credulows People, 
and almoſt recovers and fixes them in their obedience. How much chen, will 
they be. his, when theſe promiſed bleſſings ſhall be theirs in earneſt? 

And what advantage bave we had by any thing hath yet been aQed by the 
ſword ? what preſent reparation or what likely hopes, hath the abuſed ſubje& 
for the expence of ſo many millions? for the Iefſe of fo much bloud? & for the 
dangerous hazard of their peace ? that jewell which indeed we know not how 
to value,untill it be loſt? Some of the Malignants bloud hath been had,though 
bought with as much of the adverſe party. Our Towns have been yielded and 
recovered on both ſides; whole Countries have been plundred; thouſands have 
been undon ; Skirmiſhes we have had in many places. A ſet Battaile) the wiſh 
of our Sonnes of Mars) hath been fought with almoſt equall lofſe and ſuc- 
ceſſe ; as if Heaven had told us we are oth in faule ; both worthy ofan 
overthrow , but neither ofus of viory :. the beſt part ofa yeere hath beene 
madeup happy whileſt every day ſaw new Tragedies. And after all this; how 
much nearer, nay how much farther of, are we from the Peace, or from the 
Endes we ſeemed to aime at ? The quarrell by all this, is but inflamed; jea* 
louſies grow higher ; Malice growes ſtronger ; Poyerty comes upon uslike 
an armed man : Humanity is almoſt turned to cruelty, and Nature and frie1d- 
ſhip, arg not able to reſtraine our inconfiderate fury. The Sword muſt bere- 
after become chiefe Juſtice ; and will diſpence with and comptrol] all Law» 
From henceforth Robbery ſhall change its name, and be called no morea 
crime then borrowing : the killing.of our Country men muſt be called valour, 
and a ſervice to the State : the oppoſing our (elves againſt the chiefe Fort 
and ſtrength of the ſubje&, the great councell of Parliement, muſt be cal- 
led Allegiance aud duty :diſobedici.ce tothe commands of our Prince, muſt 
be called Loyalty tand in briefe,(ſuch is the tyranny of Warre) we muſt ſee 
an inverfion of all order, Confuſion in all our ſervices to Heaven and Earth ; 
and a Chaos,in ſtead of that admirable compolure,which many yeares ot peace 
had ere now fixed this Statein, if thoſe that hive of Jate times been over us, 
had done their parts; How like to theſe calamities the wiſeries we have fele 
already, are, the fad experience of too many may witnefſe ,;who hays dsunke 
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dep of this hitter Cup: Bat the dregg are as yet behindzia which every ſurviver 
miſt have a ſhire, it Heaven will have us to pledge its vengeance farther; 

A:thungh ach times as theſe will ſcarce give us leave co call any thing oar 
own ; yet I hope they will tetus enjoy the uſe of our reaſon ill, which ſhall 
alwayes lead my Faith, and expeRation in ſuch open affaires as8theſe, And 
when that ſhall telme how requiſite the proſecution of this Waris, and how 
it may advantage'the ſtate, I ſhall be convinced ; but untill then Iſhall be ob- 
ſtinatein this opinion ( hoping that it will noc fall out to be againſt the ſence 
of the Parliament : That a peace warily concluded by an Accomodation muſt be 
the happieſt iſſne that can be given to theſe Differences, 

But,ere I ſettled my ſelfe in this opinion,1 enquired out(as far as poſſibly I 
could )afithe conveniences nd inconveniences,that War or Peace may beget, 
and as wel asmy reaſon would give melcave, have weighed,which are likely 
to be the heavieſt. And I hopel ſhall be excuſed by every one,that ſhall deſcend 
into theſe following Conſideratiuns. | 

Firſt, whatprobably this War aimes at, in this conjeRure, it will befit us 
to'be.very tnodelt;i#r4 ratherto thinke;then to ſpeake out : we ſhall not there- 
fore ecamine whatallyante(T meant inthe birth of it) there is betwixt this, 
and that with'theScors. Nor whether the prerogative commenced it, to pro- 

*K&it ſelfeagainſtan invading power,which ſeemed to threaten it, (as ſome 
would kwveit)or to perfe& the deftgnt of thay yeares before, to be abſolute 
-emafter ofthe people, (is dthers conceive) or whether the Parliament begun 
ir<0 ſecarethenifelves, and ferch in Delinquents, (as we are bid believe) or to 
confirmthat by the fword,which noother affarancescould ever make good un- 
tothem; ahd fo bring the government ſotne-what neere to an Ariſtocracie(as 
Aoine'have ſuggeſted ; ) Or whether indeed the reafon of the War be a Mil- 
<chany of all theſe. But how jaſtifiable, how neceſſary, arid on which fide this 
War was defenſive or offenſive , I ſhall notundertake to debate or determine. 
Theſe are da myſteries,not to be pried into. It wil be enough for us to 
enquire how far it tends to the generall good z by what hath already happe- 
ned,and what inuft happen in the proſecution of it. 

We maſtbelieve ( where ere this War began ) that it was levied by well 
weighed policy , and upon conſiderate grounds; and we muſt not conceite 
but the defigne was only to ſecure the Kingdome,and reſcue it, from ſome E- 
nemiesthatatein the beſome of it, which have malignantly thwarted the 
long-looked for bleſſings of this Parliament. And it is confeſſed(though not 
agreed on)by both Armies,thatour Religion, Lawes,Liberties,and whatſoever 
is or ſhould be deare unto ns,lies at the ſtakezand that they weare their Swords 


only to defend theſe : and that theſe cannot be ſafe, .ualefle one of them 


prove victorious. 
Thus 
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Thus onr cauſe is much like a riddie ; It were ſurely better for us, to have ie 
underſtood by the deliberation and wildomeof a parley, then by ſach meanes 
as Alexander uſed tounty the Gordian knot, the violence of the ſword. It Re. 
ligion be the principallreafon ; how few hopes have we to ſee it reftified b y 
War which is the cucfe of barbarifme? The fouldier the inftrumz#t of this kind 
of Reformation(after he ſhall be a lictte more verted in bis rude profefiion we 
fhall fearce ever finde devoted toany thing of Religion beſides the pretence 
& noyle of ir, in their talke, only to let a gluffe apon their quarrelizfrom them 
we mult looke for little elfe, but pratanxtjon and facrifedge. And ſopp »ſe 
theſe men of War prove more civill and pious then all other Soutdiers betore 
them3what religion ſhal we expeAto be exerciſed ducing this War,which wif 
be a continued Holy-day toal! licentiouſneſfe ? when as in this n«ceffitated 
mcermiſfion of itri& governmenthow many new fancied religi 50s bot y dif- 
cover themſelyes >how little reverence, and how much prophapatipn have we 
ſeen? Relizion is a child of peace,and if an aged peace have the fofterſhg of it, 

it will be har to keepe it clegre fron innovations, and fuperſticion, etheen? 
deavours gf the idle Clergy Yang that ſtate that capnot, or wil not remave 
theſemifchiefes without che ſword,cadangers the very body of it, whill ir 
wou'd only lop off theextrayagapcies. 

- Such cffeBts as theſe, we can only looke for, when a laſting War fhall un- 
dertake to compoſe a diyided Church : it may (fome mean, happen 
otherwiſe , if the deſigne be fo adviledly laid and ſo vigoroally Srofidcked 
that the execution of itſhall be ſaddaine. "NY 

But, it will betold me,when the Parliaments Army hath gotten the vito- 

ry, and all oppotitions, fhall be removed, ſo that they may withour interrup- 
tios reachtheir ends,ſuch a Reformation will be effeQed, ax (hall recompence 
thediftyrbance in the gaining ofit. Any manthat confulrs with bis anbiafſed 
reaſon,cannot well promiſe this to birmlelfe : for we ſhall finge ſuch avitory 
and Tach a reformation very doubtfyll.But we will fuppoſe them conquerors. 
Te hath been the opinion of ſome, that ſucceffe may ſamewhat heighten their 
religious delignes; and ſuggeſt ſuch things aseaſy,and convenient, which bes 
fore their very imagination durit nat reach at» Then Fagy wil have time to 
con\der all their oppoſites, even thoſe,who(beforethis reformation grew fo 
violent)were accounted Puritans, Then it is likely,neither roote nor branch, 
of our old Church order ſhall be left,nor any figne where ic grew And though 
perhaps themſelves could be contented with a. more even and moderate re- 
formation ; Tt may be feared that the lond jon , delighting in change.and 
growen inſolent with their fuccefſe will call for a maration in every circume 
ftance,and when they have found their (trength, will chinke nothing enoogh 
if they havenot all that theic wild and unlimited Zeale approves of 
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An: (if ſome miſtake nor)che intereit of the Parliament will then be,to ſer- 
tle a more rigid government (to ſay no more) inthe Church, then will now 
ſatisfy them and all modeſt Proteſtante. | | 

And on the contrary, our condition cannot well be ſuch as we could wiſh 

it,if the ſubje&s of England make the King a Conquerour whether be will or 
no(nor is this impoſſible. )Doe we believe the prelacy and the ot her ambitious 
Clergy,will ther be any whit lefſe inſolent then they have been? will they not 
rather adde to, then diminiſh their ceremonies 2 will they not pretend that 
preaching hath ſeduced the people,and begat hereſies ?that the Pulpit was the 
late incendiarie to the great milchiefes, and therefore take a pious occalion to 
be Idle,and make the abuſed people believe, that the Common Prayer tends 
more to their ſalvation, then the frequency of preaching ? will theſe men of 
the cafſocks be lefle vitious in their lives ? lefſe corrupt in their DoQtrine ? lefſe 
exacting in their Tythes and pretended dues, then heretofore ? And, to con- 
clude, willit lye io the intereſt or the power of the King, (when he ſhall be 
buſied to ſettle the confuſed Common- Wealth for his beſt advantage, )to bri- 
dle his Clergy,which ever were,are,and wil be the moſt conſiderable Rticklers 
when any buſtle or. mutation happens in a ſtate ; we muſt then looke to finde 
theſe ſort of men till like themſelves, fo buſy as if their imployment were ra- 
ther to improve prerogative, then ſalvation. Their predecefſors (Hiſtory tells 
us )were almoſt alwaies oppoſers of their Prince. And,(ſome are of opinion} 
that they doe otherwiſe now, not becauſe their Religion , but their intereſt is 
altered And(it hath beenalwaies unhappily obſerued) that, theirconſcience 
followes their dependancy;and that they put their caſes,and Rate their queſti- 
ons,a$ much by the motions of che latter as the former. 

And if there wereever any reaſon to be jealous of the incroaching power 
of papiſts, ic will be then : for if the King( for his preſervation,and through 
neceſlity, the reaſons now urged upon this occaſion ) be driven to make uſe of 
them to doe his buſinefſe and by their help become vi&orious; the Common 
people may feare that they hall hereafter ſee as much popery mingled in 
Cheic worſhip as in their Armies: and thoſe of better judgement, cannot but 
conceive,that when Papiſts have merited ſo much from the King that they wil 
be more modeſt with him,then with God, from whom they dare challenge a 
requitall for their merits :and upon ſuch aturne as this,it will be to their great 
advantage that the po ( to whom thereputed Puritans and Round-heads 
maſt by all meanes be made < dious,)will be lefſe troubled, if ſome of thoſe ſe- 
yere ſtatutes againſt them , be repealed, or deſpenſed with,and ſome other 
things be donein their favour z for being truſtier SubjeRts to the King of E ng- 
lard (the ficſt time, it was ever thought they could be ſo ) then many of his 
Proteſtant SubjeGes. 


Such 


(9) 
Such conſequences'as theſe we mult look for on both ſides, if the parti 
ſword, and not the indifferent Synod muſt be the Eccleſiafticall reformer, 

The Religion which all moderate men (and 1 thinke the moſt, and beſt) 
deſire, is that which both ſides promiſe ; and yet that which wee cannot 
well expe& from either ſide, ſhould it become abſolute. It is ſuch a one as 
may be tound out betwixt them both ; and (wee may hope) may make 
all men happy, if it be tempered with a reaſonable yeelding on both ſides. 
But -if the deciſion muſt be by blood and viRtory, the prevailers are then 
bound, and perkaps neceſlitatedto gratitie their party with that kind of di- 
{cipline which their humours calhfor ; they mult looke to falten themſelves 
by that power,and thoſe principles by which they gained it. When as it is 
like to bh quite otherwiſe, if peace ſuſpend theſe differences; both ſides 
muſt then goe on in an even and well tempered courſe, that they may po» 
litiquely hold faſt that party, which their promiles and faire proteſtations 
won tothem. It will thea be hoped, that the contention wyll be, which 
ſhall be moſt plauſible ; and it will be detter for the people to have their 
affeRions invited then forced. | 

Thas we find that Religion will looke moſt comely, drefled in the white 

arments of peace, rather then the purple robes of warre. And ſeeing Re» 

gion is many times but a ſervant to other defignes, and goes defore, 
onely to uſher in ſome great affaire of State, in the ſame order it ſhall 
be followed now; and wee ſhall in the next place examine how the 
State ſhall be bettered by a maſtery of cither ſide. 

Would we have the Lawes better exerciſed which our Predeceſlors left 
to us ? how much out of countenance Law is, when the ſword domineeres, 
we need not be informed by Hiſtory. And when this war ſhall ſee an end, 
with how much difficulty ſhall we be rendered capable of the uſuall courſe 
and benefit of it ? And we know not who by that time,may become Patron 
and Maſterof our Law and Nation : or would we have new Lawes to ſerve 
our turnes now ? or confirme thoſe wee have gained this Parliament ? If 
that the ſword ſhall draw up new Statutes ; it is likely they would be 
but ſhort liv'd, oruſcleſle : for no politique ties ; no, not the molt ſacred af- 
{arance of an oath, could ever make Princes obſerve the execution of them. 

And it may be feared, that fuch violent gaining upon the Crowne, may 
be an occaſion hereafter, to wrelt from us all thole advantages which the 
Subje hath ——_— this Parliament, under pretence that violence 
was the mother of t . : | 

Our liberties are not like to be much enlarged or ſecured by it. Martiall 
Law willere difſcize us of our Poſſeſſions, our Eſtates and Lives ; and 
. - What Judge ſhall be able to redfefſe us? and wee muſt run a bazzard, what 
kind of free-men or flayes wee mult be 2 Wan 4 
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So that upon all this enquirie, it is hard to bee ſatisfed how our R elfgion, 
Lawes or Liberties ſhall be :improved by fuch a warre as wee are ingaged 
in,uvlefſe the more pious and well-meaning party will pronufe certaine and 
fadden ſicceffe, bothof which will be neceſfary to make it any thing likely ; 
but-of theſe more in the cloſe of all. : 

But wheri we have fuppoſed, that wee ſhall de bettered in all theſe when 
the warreis ended ; let us with an mtentive eye, looke upon the miſeries 
which maſt be our entertainment whileſt the war continues 3: That which 
wee have ſeene or heard already of it, is no more then a fad Prologue to 
an enſuing Tragedie, which onely tells usWhat wee are to expe ; bur the 
following a&s ihew us thoſe bloody pallages at large. 

As yet-the Souldier hath not devoured the Husband-mans ſtore ; but, 
without much trouble findes Bread for himſelfe,and Provender for his Horſe; 
but where will hee ſeeke it, when hee hath fpoyled the /pronging graſſe, and 
trampled downe; or eaten up the growing corne? The Hasband-man will 
be afraid to venture his feed in the grownd, not knowing who ſhall reape it ; 
or, ifhee would be ſo hardie, perhaps, he. wants his Horſes to plough, or his 
Hides to helpe him. 

And frich will be or 'griefe, that wee muſtnot looke for ſuccour from 
our neighbour Counties : for every one of them is like to be the Sear of 
warre; and ſo many Armiesmnſt needs conſume Cattel and Sheep,and the 
Farmers ſtocke, and fo beget a famine. A famine never comes without ſad 
companions, as the Plague, ſmall Pox; Fiux, and many more fuch ſct- 
vaits of death. | | 

Thais Proviſion, the chtefe ſupport of this populous Kingdome, will be 
ſuddenly waſted; and thns, thoſe whom war ſpares, want or violent dif- 
ſes will devonr ; and fo wee ſhall many wayes periſh without the ſword, 
Sed to 110 purpofe to'demoriſtrate how therrealure of this Land, heaped 
up by a long hy'd peace, will be faddenly powred out, and be ſeene no 
more': tis many ttmesdoth a catefull and aged father leave a hard gotten 
Patritniony to a-{catteritng fonne. And; how certaine theutter decay of trade 
(thelivthhbod of the State) will de; how Arr that was comming into ſuch” 
a pefteFionamongit us, will be loft, 'and, as it were, tmlearn't ; how Tear- 
ning, the gory of our Nation, will be difefteened and uſeleffe, and changed 

ito mattiall Diſcipline : how poverry will to generally fieze alttioſt upon 
al]; that the violence of it will every where create ps Hew enemies (if the 
Sonldfer ſpires us) which will take 'awity *ovit- goods by the autheriticke 
Liw ot heceſſity, and fnarch away the meate” fron our” monithes, making 
kynger ther warrant. MORT 6} a+ h NPY: 
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conſoquenceeof warre ; wee will therefore reficft more cloſely upon our 
owne —_ onſciuttes, | 

1f weemutt put-off Peace nncll another time, how defperate-are wee ? 
For, thoſe that ingage us in a warre, are notable to tall us, when, where, 
how, and by whom jt ihall end, (this the late and fad experience of other 
people may telus.) The queſtion hereafter will be, not ſo much, where 


Is the Right? But wherc is the Power? For the —_ of Power maſt 


carry the buſineſſe, And then it willbe beyond Probability charrhis King - 
dome-ever recover the purity of it's Religion, it's Lawes, it's Cuſtomes, 
K's Government, which bave beene ſetling about five hundred yeeres ; 
nor let our preſent Superioursbe angry at the conjecture ; for-I cannot af- 
dare my felte, who ſhall live to ftnke the laſt blow. And it bath in all 
ages beene obſerved, that deſignes in warre change like Scenes in xz 
Maſque, ' where we. {ce new apparitions ere we are aware of them : And 
the events of one yeere, may, beyond all expeRation, vary, or heighten the 
rel And it is alwayes found, that ſacceſſe lifts men up above them- 
elves; for a prevailing powerſcldome knowes any bounds oc modeſtie, 
the Subject will want his old ſanctuary then, which our Predeceſlors pro- 
vided ; for, Lawes are but the ligamenes of Peace, and the Souldier will 
breake them like threads. 
- Butl (ball be asked, why my bold imagination hath phanſied ſuch ter- 
rible ey ory theſe ? Wee will therefore ſee how gradually wee 'muſt 
come to luch a condition as this. 

And firit, becanſe wee will not undertake to define the quarreſlas it 
now (tands, largely, nor fawcily ; we will conceive it thus : ©* 4 working 
i ;ea/puſir, fixed in a divided Kingdome, both fades chooſing rather to die then 
&« r9tryft ome another, From this root mult neceſſarily ſpring thele incon- 
VENiences. 

The moſt uncharitable- miſchiefe that a Common-wealth can be inga- 
ged in, is, That wee muſt execute the defignes of our enemies ap 
on our ſelves ; that the King may receive his death from the hand of a 
Subjet whileſt it is reached forth (if you will believe his Vowes) for 
his good and fafety : that the father ſending his bullet at a venture, 
may Gil his fonne, or the ſonne his father ; this 1s probable enough : but it 
is impollible, that brothers, kindred and friends ſhould not mingle in one 
anothers blood, (and perhaps, purpoſely) wee ſee ſuch an eager diviſion 
in all Families. And itts fo univerſal, that no Countie, ſcarce any Citie or 
Corporation is ſo unanimous, but they have diviſion enough to undoe them- 
ſelves. And it is evident enough, that this Rent will encreaſe untill wee 
ſhall be quite torne in pieces : For, when the fatall ſluce of bloud ſhall be 
drawne up bigbery in all probabilitie, the veines of the remaining People 
Ks B 2 wellog 
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ſwelling with revenge for their battered partie) are likely to be.drained 
iy ran Fora the Kingdome. If we will leave our differences to the di- 
ſpute of the Sword, wee ſhall not want an Umpire ; onethat will come jn 
to partus, or part ſtakes with us. Letthis Mediatour chance to-be'of a Re- 
ligion like ours, or of one quite oppoſite unto it ; who ſhall pay the Soul- 
diers for their journey-work? Mult money be raiſed forthem ? It muſt be 

igged for then ; I beleeve little will be foand above ground. ' Or muſt pro- 
miles ſerve the turne? The Souldier {eldome returnes with ſuch pay, Or 
muſt plunder ſatisfie them ? This may ſtay their ſtomacks, although it be but 
the Reliques of our owne men of war ; but will not be able to fend them 
back againe.. No wee ſhall find thatthe intereſt of that State mult be ſa- 
tisfied either with our Ruine, or with mingling themſelves in our Eſtates 
and Government. 

Or ſuppoſe our neighbours will wink on purpoſe, and negle& their 
advantages, though it were meere ſottiſhneſſe to conceitſo ; upon whoſe 
purſe ſhall our enemies at home , our owne Armies live* Muſt the 
Countries maintaine them ?. It muſt bee then by the Farmer'; but hee 
can neither ſow, nor reap, nor breed-up, nor repaire his ſtock, in the 
heat of ſuch a war as ours. Elſe muſt the Clothier do it ? whence fhall he 
have his many neceſlaries, and how ſhall he vent his clothes ? If theſe faile, 
the Countries cannot be long confiderable, in enduring the burthen of Ar- 
mies. Is it expe&ed the.Citie muſt doe all this? That little which they 
have got before hand, and make their ſtore, is ſo impaired, that it will ſcarce 
maintaine themſclves,unlefſe it be by a continued courſe of trading ; which, 


-aS it is now-lapguiſhing, ſait will be, ere that time, quite dead and buried. 


The Citie is asat were the ſtomack, whick digeſts the trading of the whole 
Kingdome; and afterwards returnes to everie feverall part of it, that nou- 
riſhment which ſupports it : if weakneſle and obſtruQtions be found there, 
aconſumption ſoone ſteales upon the whole body. But ſuppoſe it were rich, 
and full enough to ſerve the turne ; yet they will not let downe, their milk 
to a violent hand : jthey mult be ſtroked and humoured, .clſe they will be 
{tubborne. If they chance to be at diſcord, it will be hard tocolle&t any 
conſiderable ſums, and if that diſcord be heightened (vy the cunning pra- 
Rice of any) into a mutiny amongſt themſelves, they w.llbe able to undoe 
one another, without the help of a draining Army. Thus wee may ſee, our 
neceſſities will encounter and overcome us, it wee mult live and dye (and 


lving thus is worſe than dying) .jn this lingring war. And after all theſe 


barrid executions of Fire, Sword, Famine, Peſtilence, and thoſe many other 
lad conſequences of war ; what face at:the beſt will this Kingdome have? 
What a ruinous Nobilitie, what.a decayed Gentrie, what a beggerly Com- 
monaltje will. it þe peopled. withall ? And what age ſhall ever _—— 
ew 
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Fewds eaten out, which theſe Civill Broyles will beget ? For we ſhall find, 
that as Jealoulic was the mother of them, ſo Malice, Hatred, and Revenge, 
will be the iſſue. And when ſhall a State fo diſtempered, look for a quiet, or 
a lafe compoſure ? For- War, like a ſtrong diſeaſe, leaves many dregs and 
reliques behind it, which (though the maine Forces be disbanded, and it be 
no more an Army, a Fever) will puniſh the uncleanſed body with feverall 
fits and diltempers. 

We ſhall find that men nurſedup in war grow ſick of peace, and are like 
Tinder, ready to be inflamed into fedition, or high attempts, by everie ſpark 
which Ambition, or any other exorbitant defire lets fall. And if it ſhall be 
held a necefiarie policie to hold upg warin any other mr to ſpend their 
fierie fpirits; the State will be as Hood as beggered to be thus rid of them : 
And it may be feared, that the meaner fort will forget the uſuall toyle of 
their former profeflions, by the licentiouſneſſe inthe war ; and will never 
after be brought to endure order, or labour z and ſo will returne to corrupt 
the Common-wealth, with their lawlefle manners. 

I could add many more Inſtances; butI think there needs nomore to be 
urged, to ſhew us how muferable wee mult neceſſarily be. 'Yet I muſt noe 
omit the Motive which diſtreſſed /re/and offers unto us : which now repre- 
ſents the verie Condition we mult look for ; it a ſudden Peace do not hap- 
pily preventit. | 

It we could look upon it, as ready to be undermined, and falling intothe 
Ocean, ſo that no footing would be left there for our Adverſaries, though 
we could not but pitie it, and our ſelves; yet then all our feares would bee 
drowned with it : but we mult conſider it, as one of our maine Bulwarks, 
gained and fortified not without infinit expence of the treaſure and bloud of 
our Anceſtors:and that it is now ready tobe poſleſſed by a dangerous enemy, 
who from thence will for ever batter our Peace ; and it is likely, may make 
ſuch breaches, as may let in hereafter (if we eſcape them now )} as many mi- 
ſeries as Ir:land now groanes under, Nor are ul theſe miſckietes which 1 
have ſummed up, more certaine, than the ſucceſle of either fide is doubt- 
full ; ſo.that if we doe grant (to ſatisfie ſuch as will on both ſides have it fo) 
that nothing but the good of the State is intended ; How ſhall we be aflu- 
red, that that pious Partic (which truly bath the moſt right) ſball have 
the ſucccſe? and how ſoone thry will be able to accompliſh it ? For as I 
have proved, there will be nothing left usto be preſerved, if it hold out 
long. Bat apon conſideration, wee thall tind that both the fuccefie, and the 
concluſioa of it, are verie uncertaine. Wee know that God many times u- 
ſeth the Sword, as well to avenge himieite upon his People, as his People 
upon one another : and, that neither {ide have deſerved to. well, . as to pro» 
miſe themſclves the maſteric ; although by dare aver, their Caulc is beſt, 
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'S$othat I ſhallratherdire&t my judgemicat by Reaſon, than Prefunzptions ; 
and ſhallthercfoxe weigh theſe great Oppobites, tofnd ont which/of:them 
bitherto hath had the greater face which bath the naaſt probable ad- 
vantages at this tume, | or 108 
It 1s ſcarce a yeere (ince all affaires, of what nature ſocyer,reccived their 
enlivening Influence from the King, through his Parliament : which like 
a Burning-glaſfe contracted the Sunne beames into it ſelte, and was able to 
give fire to almoſt any Deſigne it pleated to refieRon;; but thoſe Rayes 
which did then diſplay chemſelves beſide it, did ſpend themſelves in vame. 
During this full Authority, they furniſhed themiclves with all meanes.that 
might defend them from the Cn: of thaſe, who they had reafon 
to believe, could noe endure the ſtrict Retormation which yas ſuddenly 
intended, 3. | 1402 99%) | Wy 77 

Therefore, crethe People are aware, or know why they ſeeall the cons 
ſiderable Forts and Ports of the Kingdame, the Navie, the Afilitia, and all 
the (trength of the State ſequeſtred from the inimedzate commands of the 
Prince. And becauſe thereis little ſtrength an thelethings, unlefle they be 
manned and maintained with the affections and ailiſtance of the People, 
ſuch courſes are taken as may cacite the moſt. . 

Therefore the firſt Remonſtrance (the unhappic Hiſtorie of the fore-go- 
ing times) opened the eyes of the People (not uſed to ſee ſofatre into fuch 
Mykteries) and diſcovers cnough to hezghten a diſlike againlt fach as mult 
owne #hoſe miſ-carriages, and a feare, that thoſe that heretofore contrived 
ſo many miſchieftes againit the State, had not yet laid downe their Deſigne. 
And that this danger {hould be more apparent, a concurrence of plots and 
conſpiracies, both from abroad and home, is diſcovered by many ſeverall 
Intelligencers : fo that ſcarce a day pafſes, in which the State ſeemes not to 
be delivered from ſome eminent treaſon. 

By this time their Feares are not le;le than their Dangers, and their Re- 
ſolution growes as great as their Feare : ſo that any reaſonable man could 
not believe that the Enemy that mult doe all thele fore-told miſchiefes, 
could lodge within us and rife againſt us, without being ſuppreſſed in the 
very infancie of the Deſigne, Yet wee have found, that notwithſtanding 
all theſe Politique Ground-works, and Preventions ; the Prophecie of the 
Parliament js thus farre come to paſle, that wee are likely to be deſtroyed ; 
but it wounds us deep, when wee conſider, who ſeeme to be partly the oc- 
calioners of it. 

Hee therefore that ſhall conſider all circumſtances, cannot bat thinke it . 
almoſt impoſſible, that the King, lately ſo much out of favour with the 
People; fo diveſted of all things that conduce to the making of a war 
(but Reſolution, and the diſcontents of a' few others) ſhould be able 

to 
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to get together ſo confiderable an Armie, and fuch a2 party as dare ſhew 
themſcives in every quarter of the King tome : Nor had he done it, had not 
his agents gathered intinite advantages which were let fall to-them by ſome 
whofe interelts ſhould have made them more wary. Seme doe inferreout 
of this, That the King of Ezg/and cannot complaine (though but irz meere 
policie) but the pailionate people will pity him, though they fight againſt 
themielves. If thete finde themſelves oppreſted with the efteAts of ſuch a 
warre, they are eaſily invited to change their party (as diſcontented men 
doe the ayre, and ficke men their beds) thoagh they be never-the more 
eaſed by it ; and had rather ſubmit themſelves to the-naturall obedience of 
their Prince, then to the ſevere and unuſuall commands of any other power, 
though they are told, that they tend to their preſervation. Thus, by weigh» 
ing theſe paſſed conſiderations we finde that faccefſe doth often cozen our 
experiences; and will not alwayes 'follow humane deſignes, thongh 
they ſceme to be grounded upon the moſt right and certainty ; and af- 
ter all this ſtrugling and weakning of the Kingdome the oppoſition 
growes {tronger, and the event (till moxe dangerous and doabtfull. Yet 
wee will ſec as farre as wee can at diſtance, on which fide advantages 
leane moſt, ILES | 

The gromd of ſuch a warre as this, is the affeQions of the People ; and 
upon this, both Armiesare built, and kepr up : wee will therefore gneſle 
which of them hath the ſureſt foundation, It hath been! obſerved, the Par- 
liement hath made hicrle difference, (or not the right » betweerrthe Gentry 
and comanry,rathercomplying and winning upon the latter, then regar= 
ding or applying themtelves at all ra the former. And they may be thus ex- 
culed ; they did not thanke it juſtice to lovke upon any man according to 
his quality, but as hee was a Subje4; Þ hope this was all the reaton : 
bat. howſoever, x appeares not that they yet have, or are likely to $aine 
by. this poltcic. The common people, could they be fixed, were onedy 
worth. the courting at ſach a time : but they are almoſt alwayes heady 
and violent, ſeldome are lating and conſtant in their opinions ; they that 
are to humour them mult ſerve many Maſters ; who, though they feeme, 
and mdced are, the interiours ; yet grow 1mperious, upon many oc- 
caſtons : many ations -of merit, how eminent foever, ſhall not prevaile 
with them to excuſe one miltake z; want of fucceffe, thongh that be af 
the crime, makes them angry, murmunng and jealous ; whereas a Gentle- 
man. .i$ berter ſpirited,” and more reſolute; and though he fuffereth by it, 
bad ratber ſiicke to that power that will countenance bim, then'to that 
which makes no difference berwixt him and a Peaſant. The Gentleman 
followes his Refolution cloſe, and wins of his ſilly.neighbours many times, 
euher” by bis power, by his example, or - his diſcourſe, waen as they 
have 
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have an eaſie Faith, quickly wrought upon, and upon the next turne will 
fall off in ſholes. They are a bo.'y certainly of great conſequence, when 
they are headed and ribb'd by the Gentrie ; but they have a Craven or an 
unruly courage, (which at be{t may rather be called Obſtinacie then Reſo» 
lution) and are far leſſe conſiderable, when the molt part of the Gentrie, or 
chiefe Citizens diyide themſelves from them, 

We (ball find the Parliament hath nothing to cement it ſelfe, to increaſe 
and fix their party,and keep it from ſtaggering,but alittle temporary reputa- 
tion,and areſolution to hold faſt tothe publike good ; and this (if things run 
ſo high as they do now) will be called rebellious ſtubbornnelſe,and be bran- 
ded with the foule imputation of Treaſon. Whereas the King (as the chiefe 
Maſter and Diſpenſer of the Common wealth) is able to kit the hamoar of 
every man that he hath'a mind to take oft : Hee hath honour for the mn 
places of truſt for the ambitious, inferiour offices for the buſie man ; favour 
and promiſes, and a poſlibility of {everall preferments, toinvite 2ll ſorts of 
mentohim ; He hath the power of a Pardon to hold out like a Lure,to tetch 
in ſuch as have turned taile ; yet perhaps, would come in againe, but dare 
not ſtoop till that calls them in. 

The humour of gag epidemicall ; as infeQious tothe next neigh- 
bour as the plagne;and if it ſhould ſpread farther about Loxdon, whence ſhall 
the ſupplies come ? A Prince by his agents will keepe of the aid of for- 
raigne States from them : but is ſeldome denyed ſome contribution towards 
his owne defence. And if they contribute any thing, it will be juſt ſo much 
As ſhall ſerve to hold up the watre; and will give itas tewell to maintaine 
the fire, not as water to ſupprefle and quench it : For they never yeeld a 
fiſtance where their advantage ſhall not largely recompence it. Andifit ſo 
fall out, that the intereſt of an adjoyning State ſhall chance to be mingled 
withthe ations of the neighbouring ſ{ubjecs, their Prince will uſe all arts 
(having the moſt expert inſtruments for it) todiſable or take off that party x 
he may qualifie that State before hand ; by parting with ſome thing he hath 
right unto z or may doe it, by corrupting ſome eminent Enginer there 
ſome great Officers,and ſome of the moſt popular men ; or by kindling fome 
diviſions amongſt them, ſo to bulie them at home, that whileſt their owne 
houſe ſeemes to be on fire, and like to burne further, they may not be at 
leifure to quench their neighbours flames. 

There 1s a Preſident that ſeemes to encourage very much the proſecy- 
tors of this warre; and that is the late ſaccefle of our brethen in Scor« 
land. But, I feare, if we parallel our preſent condition and theirs together, 
wee ſhall find, that wee ſhall differ point-blank in moſt circumſtanees, 
but the nature of the cauſe. ny oh 
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t When their great worke firſt wr the thre Kingdomes —— 

diſcontented ; and they all did as it were conſpire to irs affiftance, either it (c- 
cret a openly, conceiving it to bee their owne buſineſle, their owne 

uarrell, | 

p Secondly, amongſt our great men here, there were os few flood neere the 
ſterne, and thoſe not at all plauſible with the people. And our chiefe Nobilitic 
and Gentry had no countenance ſhewed them at Court, an could not on the 
ſudden be to farre engaged on that fide as the ſervice required, but joyned to- 
gether at the treaty in £ North to ger cafie conditions for them. 

Thirdly, though the Kings Countellours had been long praftifing to make 
their beſt advantage of a Peace,yet they knew not how to beſtirre themſelves 
properly in a Warre. Very few of them being fit to be Military ftates-men. 
Becauſe untill then, Souldiers had neyer been countenanced ; A man in Buffe 
was a rare ſight in Court. 

Fourthly, the Papiſts (although their Agents and their Purſes were bulie) 
never ſhewed themſclyes in a body. 

Fifthly, the Cavalery, both at home, and from abroad, (whence many 
came to a more uncertaine ſervice ,) did beleeye, that chey fought for their 
cnn and not againſt the King, whileſt they oppoſed themſelves again? 

is Army. 

Sixthly, they fought againſt another Nation (an old Enemic ſcarce quite 
reconciled) and had no ReluRancie, no feare of killing a Father, a Brother, a 
Kinſinan (ſcarce a'Country-man.) They (being 'alwayes as politique as cha- 
ritable) would hardly have accounted us as Brethren, had wee thwarted their 
_—_ nes, we being to be thought fo farre deere to the, as they may be bene» 

ted by us. 

"oc Arr The feat ofthe Warre was out of their owne Confines ; and they 
had fo ordered it, that if their bufineſſe could not be done without the proſecu- 
tion of it : It ſhould be aRed in another Countrey, the ſpoyle of which would 
make no tender conſcience among them to recoile, they being to make their 
advantage both by inriching themſelves, and weakening us. 

Eightly, they had not the controling preſence of awfull Majeſty, which 
takes off, prevents, and counter-plots the Deſignes of any that are working 
neere to it, 

And laſtly, (not to looke into more private Reaſons = perhaps might 
be urged) we ſhall find that the condition and temper of the People and Go» 
vernment of Scotland, well n—_ with ours (at this time) will be yery dif- 
ferent, and may well divert us from levelling at the fame cfids. And this {alſo 
may be a generall anſwer, they being a People watchfull for their own adyan- 
tage, had the lucke (with the Di in the Goſpell) to Rep firſt inco- the 
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waters afcer they were troubled, and gg the benefit of itz Whereas thoſe 
that came after tryed the Cure in yaine, 

Buttogoe on in our Argument of Advantage or-diſadvantage : When once. 
the people ſhew chemſelyes to be ſenſible of the ſmart of War, nothing can ſo 
much wipe away the remembrance of former injuries an4 ingratiate any par- 
ty, as to be forwardeſt (though but in mieere ſhew) to an Accomodation. The 
People(not being able to ſee far imo the ſecret conſequences of War,and Peace 
will begin to looke upon thoſe as their enemies whom they ſhall find moſt a- 
yerſe to Peace. And.therefore though a Treaty may bring many weighty In- 
conveniences to one fide-more then the other ; yet the -humouring of the people 
is of ſo much conſequence; that it is roo great an advantage to let it bee ofcen- 

reſſed and not received with the ſame ſeeming eagerneſſe. Who hath made the 
uſe of this policie, may be ſcene by the effeRs of it. 

The King is the more likely to draw to him the affeRions- of the people, in 
that the preſſures and miſcarriages of his late Government are paſſed, and al- 
moſt expiated by his acknowledgement of them, and a promiſe of redreſſe, and 
are as it were forgotten by them, who reſent more their preſent Grieyances 
(not confidering the difference and the quality of them) then a- thouſand -over- 
paſſed tranſgreſſions which are driven out of them Remembrances by aggrava=- 
ting every miſtake, every circumſtance of injury and violence, which the Par- 
lia-nent.cither- againſt their will,or upon neceſſity (the common excuſe of 
States-men) doth commit. h 

The King (a Syllable, of as much adrantage- as another :Army) in his very 
Name- is facred and powerfull, and ſhakes the conſciences of many, who 
wouldelſe have willing hands, and ready Purſes to oppoſe His Army. Hee 
hath the advantage ofthe written Law, which bee can uſe now, in his defence; 
and by the Authority of it, joyned with the Power of his Sword can thunder 
out Accuſations, and perhaps the-Penalries of Treaſon avainit choſe whom he 
ſhall callhis oppofers. He hath a Counſell ſo well mingled, that he hath ſore 
verſed and cunaing in the Law, and that know how to turne it to the 
molt neceſſary uſe : Some crafty in all the windings of State ; ſome expe- 
rienced in all the Defignes of Warre. His Intelligencers arc in-the very Bo- 
ſome of his. Antagoniſts, or elſe his Agents conjure : and his owne counſells 
are ſecrets, till hee thinkes fit to divulge them. The Commanders of his Ar- 
my are many and expert, and are not clamorous for pay, 2s if they ſerved him 
to make him great, rather then themſelves immediatly rich, and ſeeme to 
be fixed in their Faith- to his ſervice: The Nobiliry and Gentry abour 
Him, beare their owne- charges and affiſt his: His Army .is- big enough 
rodefend it ſelf untill the Spcing, the time. of Akion appeares : and what it 

is likely to be by chat time, let every inap judge that. confiders: His party 
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abroad, and almoſt in all Counties. And it is a fond thing certainly thinke” 
his Army can want Ammunition, having any Port open : or that it wil want 
Money more then the other ; If the Kingdome hath 1t, the Souldier will not be 
withour it : if it have not, they muſt feed on free-coſt. 

Thus we find by theſe many Circumſtances, that the Parliament hath a cot» 
fiderable oppoſite. Ir will now be in vaineto ſumme up all the flrength and 
adyanrages which ſurely are very many, that the Parliament hath gottogether 
for its defence, and to goe through with its Deſignes , We heare ſo much of 
them every day, of their power, of their ſucceſſe, that I ſhall not need to enlarge 
them. My endeavour 'is not to magnifie the Powers of one aboye the other, 
but to ſhew how confiderable they both are to undce one another, and the 
whole State. Our Bells and Pamphlets have told us of ViRories that have been 
oven at Wincheſter, at Chicheſter, in Torke-ſhire, and all this while 1 cannot 
ice any reaſon to rejoyce, or to hope the bufineſſe 1s any whit neerer an end : 
for by all this it only appeares, that they are able to mainraine the Warre, not 
finiſh it. Theſe petty conqueſts doe not ſve much improve the affaires ofthe 
Parliament; as the certaine noiſe of the thriving forces in the Welt, and that 
yetdangerovs Army now in the North, doth ſhake them. Which may bee 
feared (as things are now every where) may grow able to maſter thoſe parts 
of the Kingdome, and we know not how foone may be ready for any other 
ſervice that emergent occaſions ſhall require. 

The Reſult then of all that hath been faid, is but this, We have ſeen that our 
Peace hath been abuſed, that the abuſe of ir hath begot a'Warre - That the 
Waire hath already brought in many Miſeries, that thoſe mileries are ready to 
encreaſe,even to our Ruine : And that this Ruine will be certaine if a ſuddem 
Peace interrupt it not. Thus we now ſeeme to have before us a Fatall choyre, 
Peace or Ruine. I: is time then that wee looke about us , and” although wee 
heare theſe truglings to be called Sedition and Rebellion on the one fide, and 
Malignancy and Treaſon on the other, yet I hope it will be none of theſe, for 
the ſubjeR to looke after, and ſecure his endangered Being. Irwill ſurely bee 
ſomewhat excuſable, if we deale a little familiatly with both ſides, whileſt we 
judge of our conditions according tothe licht we have, from the Reſults of 
their Actions, and their many Declarations, which we have reaſon to looke 
upon as ſo many appeales to the people, who (as matters now ſtand) are like 
ro be the Judges, the executioners, and ſufferers in this Bloody Tryall. 

And whileft weare to conſider our owne Intereſts, let us lay afide partiality, 
and thoſe paſſions andconceits which will not give us leaye to ſeeke Peace te 
neereſt and the beſt way - Let us owne Reaſon on which fide ſoeyer wee ſhall 
find it. Ir is worth a mans'wonder to ſee on both fides men that have been al- 
C 2 Wayes 
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* wayes reckoned {anddeſervedly among the moſt wiſe and fober ; to ſee theſe: 
bent tq ſuch extreames;that they will juſtifie their party in every circumſtance 
and o fix their opinions to one fide, as if infallibiliry were inherent to it, and,as 
ifrhey were not at all concerned in the Aﬀtions of the other parry. I ſhall for 
my owne part rejoyce, that I am not ſo wiſe as theſe men, and ſhall be glad if 
I ſhall be of their Forme, that have indifferent wits, and middle judgements. 
And ſhall argue (as T have hitherto done) if Reaſon offer 'it ſelfe on both fides, 
unleſſe fome mighty Policirian ſhall be able ro perfwade me; that this State may- 
tubſiſt-in its wonted Glory and Eminency without a King, or in irs happy 
remper of Freedome and Subjetion without a- Parliament. When either of 
theſe Paradoxes ſhall be proved, I ſhall filently heare extreames maintained 
without a reply. ButT looke preſently to be cryed down as guilty of that hey- 
nous crime, which this exorbitant Age calls Moderation. Yer ere I be condem- 
ned, let us goe to Ifſue, and we ſhall find upon the Tryall, how juſtifiable,nay 
how neceflary this kind of Tranſgreffion ( if it muſt be fo fliled) now is, 

T he true charatter of « Moderate man, 1] concerveto be tht; He 1s one that loves 
his Commrey ſo well,that be grieves to ſee it deſtroyed owt of a an} that 
i4-not 4 friend ts this War, not becanſe be ts afraid to dy, but becauſe he would here- 
after live in an even and well poyzed Temper. One, that could never be ſo well ſa- 
tified of the necefſity why this War began, as he ts now, why it ſhould ſee an end ; 
which thaugh he longs for, yet knows not how to pray for a Piftory, One that in 
earneſt loves the K ing and thinks him E ſſemiall tothe Being of a Parliament, and 
the life of this, to the well-being-of all hereafter, One that honours, not adores the 
Parkament becauſe be ſees thty alſo are but men: rather wiſhes them ſafe, and 
what they ſpowld be, then Omuepotent. One that wonld have his Religion nor g 
nor ſtripped ſtark-nahed One that lover both Law and Gofpell, would gladly 
have tho[e that meddle with either, to hold themſelves cloſer to their Text, One 
that i equallie aſmuch afs aid of the medling ſevere Clergy of Rew-England,as of 
the «Attobi;yous pragmatick (lerg of old England, One that is zorry toſee it more 
ſeafonable then ſafe, to ſpeake truth, One that would have Peace, not as aneffett of 
War, but of an Accommodation, To conclude, he ts one that us yet an admirer of 
peace, and it earneſt to ſer a farther Tryall, who avoids it moſt,es- ſo hinders hinz of 
it : you ſuall thts perhaps beve him leave his center, and betaks himſelfe to one fide, 
as if by that he had found out his enemy « 

We might-take this man in pieces and examine in how many circumſtances, 
he can (as yet) be hurtfull to the State, bur we will not rye our ſelves to any par- 
ticulars, yer we ſhall find all, or moſt of theſe Notions to be requiſite in eyery 
one that will conſider and follow his Intereſt as he is an Engliſh ſubjeQ .- 

Ous contencion in gencerall Kems to be like theirs that have gone to Lewis 
ſome 
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ſome Royalties, ſome Priviledges in a Mannor , ate have conſumed all the De- 
meſhes to mayntain the ſnit, and atlaſt after great expence,and with much ado, 
have perhaps left to their poſtecity an enlarged Title, but an empty EfRtate, 

Weecan laugh at ſuch folly as this in ,. and yet will not ſee it in 6ur 
ſelves. Ir will erc long be our own caſe, if wee will not come to compoſi - 
tion. 

If wee could have thought it ſafe to have cloſed , when the King ſeemed 
to open his Armes, by his offer the ewentieth of Janzary, 1647. (or fince 
when Hee invited to a Treaty by his a from Nottingham ) or to 
have gone fo far in a Conference ,. as to have knowne what was really the 
Difference on both ſides : It is very likely our Divifions now had beene leſſe 

arid fewer : and though perhaps ſome ſcars would have yet bin left unworne 
away , which muſt be the Worke of Time ; yer our gaping wounds , the 
wide breaches which now make us Miſerable, had certainly been better cloſed, 
then wee can eyer hope to ſee them hereafrer. Heaven hath given us leave to 
ſee another Tamary , another offer to a Reconciliation : Let us conſider how 
many Miſchiefs have thruſt themſelves upon us fince the laſt yeere ; and how 
many worſe then thoſe, will crowde in, if another yeer muit goe round in ſuch 
Diſtractions. 

To the earneſt proſecutors of this War, that had rather loſe themſelves then 
their expeRations, this may be ſaid. When the General marched out of Zondow; 
there was ſome Reaſon to hope that he might be able to performe thoſe Inſtru- 
Rions which the Parliament furniſhed him with, And although, it ſucceſſe had 
gone along with the Def:gne , if ſome skirmiſhes , or a batraile might have 
finiſhed his employment, it might perhaps have turned to the quiet,and adyan- 
rave of the Eflate ; yet ſeeing that withour infinite and dangerous difficulties, 
that which was\aimed at,cannor be reached by the ſword; it is Food reaſon that 
it ſhould be ſheathed; and this Rule is ſomtimes worthholding unto ; ſeeing we 
cannot have what we would, let us have what we may : for perhaps even that - 
which might now be obtained, may be denied us at the next parley. For ſome 
are perſwaded,thar more fayourable conditions), might once have bin agreed 
on, then can now be gained. | 

Bur let mee not be miſtaken : I cannot finde yet any conſiderable number of 
men to be (o far in love with peace, as toentertain it on any conditions. For 
moſt men know, that ſuch a Peace may cut our Throats ; or if it be ſoft, and 
want an edge to undoe us ſo quickly as the Sword : yer it may flifle all our Lis 
berties ; wee may be murthered with a Ferher-bed, and ſmothered with Ro» 

ts. Nor wouldT believe , that luch an over-reaching Peace as this, is ur 

zupon us... The ſubjeR is told chac nothing is pretended tos which may make 74 
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his good; bur it ſhall be granted. And I # drawn to hope the beſt, for theſe 
following Motives. 

No Prince ever gave ſuch ingagements to his People of a ſucceeding happy 
Government, as hee hath done by his ſeyerall Remonſtrances : And if experi- 
ence had delivered halfe thatto us, which Eloquence would now perſwade us 
to believe : Hee were envious to himlſelfe that would not make Bon-fires - for 
every Declaration : yet ſome (and wile men to) adyiſe us, that whileſt wee 
are ed theſe fetters of Gold,we ſhould not ſo admire the gliſtering of then, 
asto deſire to be bound by them : but though wee may thanke them for their 
advice, yet it is hoped wee ſhall not need it: For , beſides the many Vowes re- 
giftred with Heaven and Earth , wee have other aflurances offered ro us : the 
firſt, are onely to informe and win our Reaſon, or our AﬀeRion , not to lead 
our Faith ; which ſhall be moce really convinced,(as *tis good reaton it ſhould) 
when he ſhall agree to ſuch propoſitions, as all reaſonable men ſhall be fatisfied 
with. This (if 1 miſtake not) wee are promiſed. And beſides ; I would nat be 
ſuch an utter oppoſite to the Cavaliers , (Imean to the mo diſengaged Nobi- 
lity and Gentry of the Kings party;) as to believe that they can be lo far tranf- 
ported with vanity, as to {ell all che reſt of the Kingdome into flavery ; to pur=- 
chaſe to themſelves ſome ſtrange imimuniries : ſeeing their children if not them= 
ſelves muſt be ſlaves, as well as the ifſue of the Rownd- head; ſurcly theſe will 
joyne (laying aſide all Malice and Paſſion ) becauſe Pofterity is concerned in 
it,to get ſafe conditions for this Parliament; and eafie conditions for the Sub- 
Je& in generall. This I hope for, although we have ſecne in many , the meta- 
morphoſing power of a litt.e private intereſt. Bur if it ſo unhappily fall our, 
that any very high things be propoſed,and flood upon on the one (de, without 
complying a little with neceſſity (which our Stateſmen have hitherto been con- 
tented to make their Miſtris, and have obeyed very far) or that reaſonable and 
neceſſary things, ſhall not be granted on the other (ide ; fothat, that peace, 
which is prayed for by ſo many , muſt be till held from us : how wretched a 
condition will this Stare at the beſt be reduced to ? For though his Majeſty 
make us gracious Promiles , and hath pechaps contrived in his' juſt Thoughts, 
an equall and eafie Government, yet if this Warre continue it's Revels, Hee 
may-not be left in a capacity to make us fo happy , as he would doe : For the 
moſt conſtant men, muſt be contented to change their Reſolutions with the al- 
terations of time. And , what unexpeRed effeRs attend .on War ? Suppoſe 
the lengthening of this War, ſo ſhake the Efates of the Nobility , and Gentry 
about the King , as that there will be little left to mayntaine them like them« 
ſelves, when the War is ended : Who doe we think is; as it were, bound to re- 
paire their fortunes ? And whether will not they (reduced to ſuch N — 
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be contented to enlarge that Power ; -# may be ſo enabled to Revenge , and 
require them, making the Publick Intereſt, to bend a little to theirs ? And that 
amongſt theſe, there will not be ſome Chiefs , ſome that unſeen ; -and cloſely 
will winde up Prerogative, to make thernſelves greater > And doe wee believe 
that the Nature and Diſpohtion of the People will not be altered > who being 
tired and almoſt worn cut withthe Contentions of the King and Parliament, 
will more calily undergoe {uch things , as they would heretofore have called 
Slavery. Andaltho»gh the Prince have no ayme at it, yet before he: ſhall be 
aware, he ſhall findc himſelf engaged, { by the Cuncurrencies of ſo many Cir- 
cumſtances that concuce to it.) ina higher ard morc ab{lute Governinent : fo 
that the Conſtitution of this State, will become a little unlike it felfe : and then», 
we muſt know that Princes, and all ſuch as have che Government. of a Com- 
mon-wealth , are compelled ſometimes by a kinde of Neceffitie, to diſpence 
with the ſetled Rules of Law , for Reaſon of State ; and it cannot be expeRed 
that a Prince , if hee be wiſe, as well as Pious ; ſhall be & ſupzr(ticious to the 
ſri ſence ofany Proteſtations, as to neglet his intereſt, and rhe preſent con- 
dition of his State ; which may (as it may happen) ſuffer very much whileRt he 
makes-a conſcience to do things fit and requiſite : And there will not then want 
Men of both Gowns chat will prove, that conyeniency and neceſſity ſhall excuſe 
the conſcience in ſuch a caſe. Would wee avoid theſe inconveniences 2 Let us 
notthen run the hazard of them. Let us prevent a delayed ViRory by a ſudden 
Agreement, 

But I ſcem to gueſſe too confidently for the Succeſle fo far off ; for there 
1s another conſiderable Army in the Field ; and after infinite bloud-ſhed , it 
is poſſible enough that this may be Victorious. Whac muſt wee then ex- 


It is likely the nineteen Propoſitions will be very reaſonable things then : Tr 
will {em requiſ:tc then, that Monarchy z or that which is called Prerogarive, 
ſhould be circumſcribed within more popular Limits. That ſome Wiſer; ſome 
Honeſter, ſome more Pious Men, ſome that are Unbyaſed-with private reſpeRts 
or o7inions ; ſome that have hazarded theryſelves (and more) for the common 
good, ſhould be Superviſors of the Statezand fettle it in ſuch an order as ſhould 
better pleaſe and benefit the People( ſuch-rare men as theſe are , the State hath 
had need of; I pray God a competent number of them may be found, if ſuch 
an occaſion ſhould call for them.) And who knows, whether tiey will be able 
ro (tay here? For it may perhaps ſo fall out, that ſome other Politicke ſecurity 
(nct co be gueſſed at) may ſeem neceſſary to be innovared - ( which this State 
hath wanted ; yet perhaps not'nceded for many hundred yeers.) And Innova- 
tions Come not alone : Rules of Government are like links ina Chaine - they 
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one by another » and require proportion , and eyenneſſe ; if a hew one 
be added; it muſt be warily ficted to the reſt ; or the reſt reduced as neer ascan 
be to the Reſemblance of the other. And what doe wee believe will Garisfie the 
numerous ViRors, the People ? Wull not their ends and defires be as yarious, 
as their humours are now ? Will they ſubmit in their Opinions to that , which / 
the Judgments of thoſe in the Parliament ( as many as the War and the conſe- 
quences of it, will leave) ſhall agree upon ? Or, will it lye in the power of the 
' Parliament , when the State ſhall be in ſo generall a confuſicn, as an expiring 
War muſt leave it in , to order the Government lo , that the King may Rule ; 
and the People obey, as beſcemes them ? I would faine affure my {elfe that they 
might be able to performe all the good that they incend and promiſe; but, ſome 
thing like Reaſon , will not give me leave. I have conſidered, that thoſe that 
undertake to land at the Stern, though their wils, and their Ends dire& them a 
Rraight courſe ; yer they muſt be contented to feere according to the weather, 
the Winde, and Temper which they ſhall finde the Seas in. 


Good God ! will it not then be madneſle to fight on, if ſuch as theſe,are like 
to be the EffeRs even of Vitory ? But Victory is ſuch a word , as I know not 
how to uſe it in ſuch a Diſcourſe ; for there can be truly no ſuch thing in this 
Aion : Loſle will be all the gain we can expe& from ir : and we finde that the 
prevailing Sword muſt wear ſuch a Power, as can ſcarce be proſperous to this 
State : and our next Government mult havea TinRure at the leaſt of the hus 
mours of thoſe that ſhall become Maſters of the Field ; which may perhaps be 
of our owne Nation , or of another, ſo uncertain are the iſſues of War, It bee 
ing an obſervation that the diſſention of any people hath always bin an invita- 
tion to their Neighbours, Ifthis War be defenſive on the Kings part, andif 
his Counſell hath no other Dehgnein the holding ir up, then meer:y his Safety, 
and ſo much honour as may reachte the good of che People ; and (© far only the 
Afaires of the King : Wee have good reaſon to believe that a Peace would be 
welcome to him : And to hope that as hee is reſembled to Divinity, fo hee will 
refle& upon his Mercy as well as his Juſtice : and believe that hee may be as 
much honoured in forgetting the injuries of any ; as hee can be in the Revenge 
of them ; eſpecially , ſeeing hee ſhews his Grace to his SubjeRs, whoſe Ruine 
would indeed be his weakning ; though I beheve this to be none of Machievils 
Principles. 

I would ſay more, but that I would not be ſo bold, as to give Inſtructions to 
a King : yet the affixing this line here in the middle , to look both ways , can 
lurely do rio harm. 
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Nor ſhall T undertake to be wiſer then my Teachers, and give Rules 
to the Parliament. I ſhall onely adviſe them. to remember what the 
are ; of whom they are made; and why they are met. And becauſe 
they want the winde (the Anſpicious Gale of Complying Majeſty) and 
enough of the Tyde (the full ſtreame of the Peoples atteftions,) and 
ſeeing the ſtorm grows high ; and it is fowl weather, it may be better 
to hale-in, and betake themſelves to a Harbour, lc{t the State ſuffer 
Shipwrack, whileſt the Helm ſeems to be in their hands. 

But I may be alittle bolder with my Fellow Subjects, and ſhall er- 
quire what trucly is their Intereſt now, whileſt their {afety is thus farre 
endangered. 

Slavery (the fear of which 1s acconnted worſe then death, by fach 
as have been born Free»men) could never befall us, if wedid not help 
to binde our ſelves ty our own hands, and admit it by our own Divi- 
ſions ; The People while they hold together, arelike a valt Ocean; an 
abſolute Power cannot poſſibly wade through to it's ends, unlefte they 
fall back one from another, and become like thoſe wonderfull Walls 
of Water, which gave the 1fraclites leave to paſſe through on dry Land : 
Should the fond Engliſh thus farre ſevere themſelves, we ſhould alfo 
te a wonder to Polterity. This is feared on both ſides, and avoided 
rightly by neither. We fight to make one ſide Great 5 which being done, 
the other muſt needs be too little : If the inferiour parts of the Bedy, 
the Members of it, be madeto fwdt beyond their due proportion , 
we prefently diſlike the Symptomes, and fear a Dropſiez And that 
body wheſe head is ſwelled, and made greater by ill hamours, then it 
ſhould be, is of a diſeaſed Conſtitation, hath but weak Lymbes ; and 
almoſt nothing but leannefſe every where alfe. 

There may be Reaſon to be as wall affraid of an extravagant popular 
Power, as the exorbitancics of Monarchy. But, whilſt we endeavour 
to avoid the one, Let ug be carefull that we do not engage our ſelves in 
the other ; It were well therefore, That when Propofitions (hall, be 
tendred to His Majeſty, That the Nobility and Gentry, (for-F hope the 
former Ddinquents, and Papiſts do not adviſe, though they: aflilt) 
which have ſeparated themſelves from the Parliament, ſhould difcover 
themſelves without Paſſion, according to their true Intereſts, how 
farre they would haye it ſtoop in their Requeſts : Lerthem conſider how 
graat , or how little they would have = the.Powet of Prerogative ta 
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have been, when they groaned under wy large Extent of-jt, and when 
they kad nothing in ther eye, but the meer: good and ſafety of the 
Common-wealth, which is now in the ſame, yet in more danger then 
ever they ſaw.it. How farre they would then have had The abulers of 
their Princes Power , The deltroyers of Law and Juſtice , The cut- 
throats of the State (the Menopolizers) How farre, I ſay, they would 
then have had theſe puniſhed, and made cxamples ; how much of the 
inſulting Clecrgies wings, they would then have been glad to have clip- 
ped. Let their zeal for a Reformation both in Church and State, be 
tuch, in every circumſtance, as it was then ; and more need not be de. 
fired. - Let them not , becaulc they are angry with themſelves, ( I mean 
with their fellow Sutj:&s ) revenge themſelves upon Poltcrity , by 
ſetting up againlt themiclyes not onely a larger Power, but an Authority 
alſo, even by their own Grants, ty their own Swords. It Ties notin 
the Power of the Subject to conferre more toward ther Slavery, then 
to pull down a Parhament (upon what neceſſity or pretence ſoever) 
with ther own hands z- This ſhall bea laſting Preſident, and Diſparagc- 
ment inall Ages zand a warrant to all Princes to difcountenance them, 
ſince they work no better eft-&s upon the State ; and that file muſt be 
(arc to own all the guilt , which ſhall. be overthrown, A Parliament 
will be ſaid to be the ſole Anthor of theſe Miſcries : Thus it will be- 
come the Diſdain.,, which was alwayes hitherto the Darling of the 
People ;: Thus: a perpetuall Prejudice fhall Rick upon all bereafrer ; 
and then what uſe ſhall the over-born Subject have of his Sanctuary ? 
If it want Reverence, -it will want Power ; If it want Power, it will 
onely ſerve to give away our Eſtates, not ainend them. And 1s 1t not 
likely when the improvident People thall enflame their Pcince in a 
Cont:ſtation, where themfelves are ſo neerly concerned, That it will 
mſtra&t-ſuch s one as ſhall by Himſclf, or His Counlſcllors hereafter, 
haveanaym at an abſolute Command ; to ſtruggle with them , at any 
time, when they ask to Parliament for thivgs converuent, or neceſlary ; 
and. te call ita Beam of His Prerogative, though 1t be indeed but a 
falſe Refletion of ap. uſurpz:d, Light-? Let them ſeriouſly. conſider te 
which fide they ought. in riglit Reaſon to..give the moſt advantage , in 
theſe Propoſitions. When a Prince wins any thing from His People, 
(much more when they urge it upon Him ) He will be ſureto hold faſt 
what He hath, aad many times improves, never diminiſhes it : Wherc» 
as, if the. Subj<R gain.gny extraordinary thing from-the Crown ( how 
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neceflary ſoever) with what difficulty is it enjoyed ? How many Tricks 
and Invaſions have the Inftruments of Statc, to cozen the people of the 
benefit of 1t ? 

Our Predeceſſors have been as much afraid of the greatrefſe of their 
Soveraign, though over other Natiors, as of the Deminution of their 
own Eſtate; and therefore did their belt ro diminiſh E118 Power, of 
Forruncs ; et by enlarging Himſclf upon a- neighbouring Adverſary, 
He might forget Himſelf, and become too high f: r them. Surdly then, 
ſome tuch care 1s due to the Affairs at this time z yet it mult be averred, 
That he that ro-s his Prince of His Honour, impairs the reputation of 
his Countrey ; and he that would fix any Honour in Him , which cart 
not be communicable to the Common-wealth, ſins againſt both. 

The Punctuality and Nicity of the Honour and Greatnefſe of the 
King, ' hath ldometeen enough to hold upa Warre , with wary Su':- 
jets, eſpecially amoneſt themſelves : Let them take crre to do things 
fafeand honourable for the Common-wealth ( of which He is chict ) 

nd it will be impoſſible that the Kings Honour and Safety ſhould 
not be mingled withit. I hope He will fnde as much Honour in faving 
a periſhing Kingdom, as if He were gaming anew one, And whilc( 
He thus makes a Conqueſt on His Pcoples hearts, He renders Kimſclf 
greater then His driving Counſellors could make Him , were they at 
theend of their Deſignes. It were worth our joy to {ce Him return 
triumphing, with, but not over His Pcople. 

And as that Party ſhould do their duty , fo1s there reafon that they 
on the other ſide ſhould do theirs. Let them remember that they have a 
King, That whileft He isin 2 Cloud , weare in the Shade, and want 
that Influence which-may revive the State,and malic it flourith. Let no 
man ſo dotr upon a Parltaient, as to think it wants errors ; nor 
concelt there can be any Government contrived fo proper tothe Nature 
and Conſtitution of this State, as Monarchy, fo circumſcribed and 
quzallified as ours 18, by the witedom and care ot our Predcceitors and the 
ptovidence of this Parliament. Let them lay atide all violent concelts,and 
expcctations ; and It them believe (haiing fo good Reatons for it ) 
That they will ſooner reach their D.ſ{t:uction, then that thorow 
Reformation which by mary 1Saymed at. Let every man value the 
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it will prove too: true, That Fins hjus Bells Ruina erit, Yet, let us 
know , That Peace (1ſt we be over-reached inthe match) muſt now 
be woed with circunſpetion :. That the Managers of Treaties, are 
State Jugglers ; and that the moſt Intereſſed men are likelieſt to be em- 
ployed in it : That thoſe therefore that never had any minde tothe 
Warre, have Reaſon to: be carcfull how the Peace be concluded : That 
jt is requiſite, both ſides ſhould make themſclves as conſiderable as they 
can at ſuch a time > That to pay the Army now, is to improve the 
benefit of a Peace ; which, at bet, by this kinde of concluſion: will 
ye1ld Iefſe advantage to the Su: jet, then tothe King ; though it be now 
abſolutely neceſfiry for both. 

And.we have Reaſon to. make the t&ſt uſe of this nick of Time, and 
not deferre it an inſtant farther, 

For after all this endeavour of both ſides : after every one hath done 
his beſt, toward the great cure of this languvhin? State ;- the diſeaſe 
hath been letrunne fo. farre, That it will almoſt be beyond all hope,, 
that we ſhall ever ſce a recovery :. Into fo deſperate a Conſumption.are 
wefallen, partly by their fault, that ſhould have had more care of our 
health ; in whoſe Power we all thought it once lay, to-prepare ſuch 
Preſcrvatives for us, that we might have been ſetle1 in ſuch a healthfull 
Conſtitution , that none of theſe evills could now have vexed us. 
Our ſad Caſe is now ſuch ,. That we have an Incenſed: God ;- an angry 
King ;. a. thwarting Councell ;- a heady Clergy ;, a divided Nobility ;. 
2a diſcontented Gentry ;: a diſtempered People ; a diftrated Religion ;. 
an unhinec1 State ;-a confuſed Government ; undermining Adverfaries ; 
a Civill Watre;; ai increaſe of Souldiersz conſumption of Treaſure ; 
dif-union in united Kingdoms ; loſt Reputation ; an unniverſall Jea- 
loafie ; a defection from the Principles of found Policy ; a Parliament 
which ſhould be the Redrefle of all theſe, made quite otherwiſe, to us, 
by ſome that have abuſed it :: and generally ſach. a conſpiracy ; ſuch a 
complying of ill Symptomes ; that even Miracles muft be wrought, or 
de we periſh, Ina word, Such is.our doubtfull condition ; That even 
a Peace, may deſtroy us ; But a Warre,, muſt. We had not need then, 
negle& any opportunities of being happy, ſeeing we are ſo beſet with 
miſery, And we thall findenow, That doth ſidesare fomcwhat evenly 
ballanced : And it concerns the Subje on toth ſides, ( eſpecually one 
ſide) to keep them ſo, untill the Parley ſhall be concluded ; which if it 
fhall novy take no effect, may jultly make us deſpair of fuch an other 
Hint 
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Hint to a Reconcilement 3; For we foul ſcarce ever again ſee them fo 
well poyſed, fo fit for a compoſure ; ſeemgnow their equall Powers 
may make them afraid of each other. It may be now hoped (if od 
(fo that both ſides will do their parts, according to thar Intereſts ; 
That Truth, and Peace may conclude the Treaty. I donot mean ſuch a 
Truth, as the Rigid Antagonilts of both ſides, intend. Jo 

Nor am I able to give you the CharaRer of this Truth ; ſince it 1s 
yet to be agreed on 3 Yet I thus conceive of it. It is a Mediar bet wixt 
the two Extreams, which both ſides. ſcem to aym at, whildt they are 
at this diſtance : by which (it weare not decreed to confuſion) Religt- 
on may be ſoſctled, That our Clergy may no-more be States-men, and 

*tter Church-men ; That out Latety may not intermeddle with Eccle- 
fiaſticks; That our Formalities and Ceremonies in Religion, may not 
drown the ſubſtance of it ; and that we may not quite looſe the ſut- 
tance, to make ſure not to be any more troubled with the ſhaddow z 
That to Preach often may not be counted an offence ; and that to apply 
themſclves to ſchiſme and fedition, may not be called Preaching : that 
the reſolved Proteſtant may not ſee his Religion ſoaltered,, ſo _— 
dreſſed, as not to be like it {elf ; Nor the weaker Protdltant, ſee it ſo 
Gay, ſo full of Trym, that his humble Conſcience dares ſcarce own it : 
Thus we may provide, On the one hand againſt the encreaſe of Papilts,, 
And on the ather for the regaining of Separatiſts, 

And for that other Truth, which we would' have in the State : I 
think we can make a neerer approach to it,. by no other way, then an 
Accommodation. Statc-Truth 18 the Brat of Imagination,and never had 
any reall being :- no Government was ever {6 "> by an innovating 
Reformation , but 1t had defe&ts,. or extravagancies ; and by the mif- 
carriage of the ſucceeding. State&-men ,, quickly ſetled into as much 
(though not the ſame): corruption 3: when Ambition, and Intereſt ſhall 
be weeded out of the hearts of men, I will look for this Purity, this 
Truth. But we have heard long ſince, That Terr.u Aſftrea reliquit, 
Therefore I ſhall hope only to finde it in Heaven : In the mean time, 
we ſhall in vain Iook for Purity, in that which wecall Truth, if it 
mult bedyed in more of our Blond. I had rather ſee a little, contributed 
to the Weal of the State, by the hands of both 3; then a great'deal ac- 
cumulated/ty a ſingle Power : the one I hall hope to enjoy with Peace; 
the other will never be kept without ftrong contention. 

But if both ſides 1will obſtinatcly keep their diſtance; If the one 
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ſcorn to entertain Peace, unleſſe they may haveſo much of -both as they 


demand: : Surcly, this unh2ppy Nation , betwixt theſe their great 


Champions is like to loſe its Peace, Trhth, and Honour. 

I willnow ramble no further in theſe C@ntemplations : I was 
big of theſe thoughts, and could not be quiet untill I was delivered of 
them, though in my private Papers. Thus many times doth a minde 
fil/d with grief, finde eaſe by emptying it {af in Complaints , though 
it can meet with no other Redreſle. 

This Difcourſe, being grounded upon our immediate condition ( if 
things muſt, run on in their old Carere ) may in many things perhaps 
Te out of date ere a fer dayes paſſe, and be like an Almanack calculated 
for the laſt yeer ; and it is very poſſible (and yet not out of levity) That 
-erclongT may alſo vary from ſome things that ſeem now to be my opi- 
anion : For where Reaſon diſcovers it {clf,T am reſolved to go along with 

her. And there may be many Reſp<ts to make an un-intereſſed man to 
'chanse his opinions , and the party to which he {zemed neerelt in his af- 
feRions. The diſcrect or politike carri3ge of a Buſinefſe, may make it 
worle, or better. 

That Cauſe which was the moſt dangerous at the firſt, and had the 
leaſt merit in it, may through the extremities of the contrary Party, be 
ſafſt, and nieſt deſerving at the laſt. And though an even and moderate 
-man be unwilling to engage himſ{clf in War, on either fide ; yet, if it 
"ſhall appear by the pervetineſſe of any, Thatno hope, no pollivility of 
Peace be ft him, but by the Sword, It will then be held the beſt Picty 
-to be a Souldier, Nam Pia Arms, quibs nulla, niſi in Armiz, Spes of. -; 


Difficile eſt Satyras non ſeribere, 
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